
NEW GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

MR. BLACKS FIRST RECOMMENDATIONS

TO THE LEGISLATURE.

Wg IS IN KAVOI. OF BIENNIAL. SESSION** AND LJT-

TU. J-EOISLATION-MOST Or THE KEAT-

I'RKS Or HIS POLICY WELL

RECEIVED IN ALBANY.

[BT TSLSOSAPH TO THE TRIBUNE!

Albany, Jen 6.Governor Black's flrst annual

message was read to both branches of the Leg¬

islature to-day. and most of Its recommenda¬

tions met with the approval of the Senators and

Assembly The suKRestlon of economy In the

public expenditures, of course, did not receive

enthusiastic praise from some members, but

such men as Senator Mullln, chairman of the

Senate Finance Committee, and Assemblyrnin

Nixon, '"...h'' w1'" be <,*1a*r"T*a"1 °t thc Assembly
Committee on Ways and Means, thought this

the best recommendation made by the Governor.

National Guardsman were pleased to see that

Mr. Black has been impressed by the reeent

criticisms of tho National Guard management,
and that he favors a permanent chief of that

body.
The taxpayers of the State have reason to re¬

joice that Mr. Illack declares that the work of

rompietliiK the Capitol shaiuld be done by con¬

tract.
Mr. Blaek's statement that the Raines Liquor

Tax law needs amending is echoed by every

.member of the Legislature.
On one subject Mr. Flack speaks as an expert,

and that is the preservation of the Adirondack
forests. For many years lie has spent his va¬

cations on the hanks of an Adirondack lake.
He knows of tho elreadful work of the we.oel-
chopper In the forests, and he says the woods
must l.e l.ouKht by the State.
General Ularbie has In preparation a bill pro¬

viding for good roads which would carn- out
the Governor's Ideas on that subject.

THK MESSAGE.
The message follows:

To the I.eKislature of the State of New-York.
The Me"*-s.iKo of tho Governor is a constitutional

requirement, and the theta and recommendations
he-rein submitted are in a-ompllanoe therewith
The fln.-inoos of the S'ate aro satisfactory in spits

ef tho hard HS-QS, The total valuation of propol¬
is $4>X Tl :.."-t.. The State tax for the Bscsl year is

SUM.M771, and the total funded debt was on Sep-
temhrr co $-.S2e\fifie). The revenues received during
the last year from corporation:*. Inheritance tax and
tbe Raines liquor law wero M,Wt23l M. the liquor
jaw alon*, yielding AHUM 98. NotwlthaUndlng
this prosperous condition, every reasonable en¬
deavor Fhould be made to put th* rate of taxation
Jowor. The laree exp.'n«es now practically rix. .1.
Including .sharitics. the school system, the .anils,
the*. Capitol, and aggregating nearly $.3.O0<-.OO0 a ye>ar,
render a satisfactory rato impos-dhle. hut the pres¬
ent depression and tho hncertatntleo of the future
demand the mest exae-t scrutiny compatible with
the m;.Knitude and Importance of our enterprises.
The plan of appropriations. 1; seems to me\ could h.-
Improved. That now followed permits putney to

I." voted at any time during the- aeoslon of the

Legislature, with no recommonelation or backing
except one or moro members whoso activity anel de--

eires may be strong enouch to work lt through tho

two houses. This method may. and I understand
does, result in appropriations for spe.dal purpoaea
which are covered by p<i>er,il approprtstlona made-
later. In my judgment tho wisdom of an oxpendi-
luro should have some othor elemonstration than

Hie real of a member for his own pro.le.-ts or loeal-

l*y. Appropriations for tho National Oovernmenl
ero made upon estimates provided hy tho different

departments, thus providing the sanction and, to

«>ome extent, the responsibility of thone depart¬
ments for the required outlay. A department
should know its own needs, and all matters prop¬
erly within lt should bo cored for upon Ita r-

mate, accompanied by a report showlnx their neces¬

sity. This method would. In some measure, fix the
responsibility, and woulei bo. if not a asfegusrd, at

least a check.
PRISON LABOR.

Few subjects are of more Importance than ihe

? reatnuwi.. of criminals. Imprisonment ls not alone

for punishment, but for the safety of society and

the reformation of the criminal. The last purpose
caa be accotnpllshod only by the steady employment
of the convict Idleness Imprisoned would result al¬

ways In degradation, and the hope of reformation
.would be destroyed. Even If the welfare of the

criminal were out of the question, society Itself

cannot afford tho blemish that would bo put upon
lt by enforcing a degradation deeper than that re¬

sulting from imprisonment. Work must be pro¬

vided, and at once. The constitutional provision, re¬

specting prison-made goods Incressee the ellflloulty
of providing it. There are nearly 10,000 persons in

our hospitals and eharlrable Institutions. The needs
of these Inmates should be met as far as practicable
by the work of th.- e-riminal class, and, If necessary
In order to increase tho opportunity for labor, the

use of machinery should h.- dispensed with; for the

saving of money is no part of the problem until
the product of the criminal class falls below the

reasonable wants of all the Inmates of tte- State in¬

stitutions, lt ls purely a question of Slat" policy
which b.oadens into a question of safety and

.morals. This subject might be relieved by a ajre-
tom of industrial training, whl.h. in adeliri..n to the

.product made, would afford an oi'cupatlon upon
which th* convict, when released, might redy.
The employment of short-term convicts in the

making or improvement of roads may not be

impracticable, ard the eonalderstlon of a plan havlnn
that ond In view may now well occupy your attention.
The suggestions made in the report of the Btate
Prisons rommlssion have hoon carefully prepared,
and I commend those suggestions. The subject is

urgent and .t* consideration should not be postponed.
Its difficulty will he constantly Increased by delay, fir
without employment the retrogre-ssion of our crimi¬
nals wll) he marked and Inevitable'.

HANKING.
The last year has been marked by many disastrous

business failures, and yet out of 215 banks of deposit
and discount, only two have failed and four havo pone

into voluntary liquidation. Thisrecord.madoinayear
of unprecedented stress, when the resources of the

banks themselves have fallen off over thirty millions

of dollar*", demonstrate-- their stability. Oar savings
banks aro and have lone Leen source of pride* and
encouragement. They arc the depositories of the,
savings of tho thrifty and Industrious Their history
marks with greater accuracy than any other sign tdo

tendency of affairs among the comparatively poor.
Their gain for years has i.een wonderful and steady,
but the increase in deposits for the last year of over
Jtf.OOft.eVin. raising the total to the marvellous sum of
$715.I*00,U00, shows that the pluck and energy e.f the
working class are too strung to h<* overcome hy au

adverse current. The administration of those banks
must be careful and wise ant ihe;r investments safe.
The. building and loan associations, of which moro

than four hundred ate now In existence, with a c.ip;-
tal of tffi.tjOO.Ofjii. may be- productive ot substantial
aaln. They are entitled to just and considerate legis¬
lation, hut nothing should h.- omitted to make their
m.nagemont economical and sound

INSURANCE COMPAN1K8
The report of the Superintendent of Insurance

Indicates that all companies doing business in this
Bute, with one or two exceptions, are sound. If any
legislation could lessen the number of weak com¬

panies, it should be passed, for a company that ls not
like.y to fulfil Its contracts should not be allowed t.
auke them.

LABOR AND ARBITRATION.
Ivory year the so-called labor question grows

¦ore Important, anel tho noe-d of its propor solution
mon* Imperative. The Roarel of Mediation and
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Arbitration, the Factory InsPf*etor and the Bureau
of Labor Statistics are of considerable value. Their

X^R-L.1" ,,h_ riKht *l«SettoB. but thev are still
"J/.1 of .>.«. requirements which the growing
and enormous Interests of the laboring people in
»n country have, crested. Thor,- ls no natural
antagonism between labor ami capital. They are
tne same i apltal ls nothing hut labor turned Into
money a man who Quarrels with the a.cumula¬
tions of his neighbor discourages the thrift and
economy of which he himself ought to be an ex*

-sSPvv". n'aK*>¦, war upon the very condition
wnicn he hopes some time to attain. Those who
create and foster discontent rn the mind of the
laborer aro not his friends. Tho largest opportunl-

is ,po~?l*,,,% ,0 lhp laborlnp man should be pro¬
vided, lhe largest wages consistent with the rights
of the employer should be paid, anel different pear¬
sons performing tlx" same work, even though some
of thom be women, should receive tlie asme com¬
pensation. These results aro more likely lo occur
through reason and mutual acqu ilntanco than
through rebellion. Toleran.'o ls tho first requisite
of amicable relations, and this will arise when the
employer snd the laborer understand each either.
Some- plan should bo devised which would afforel
to each such Information of the* other as will form
a basia for tho friendly adjustment cf differences
between then). No sue-h plan now exists hr., anel
the' result is the- appalling loss of wag.-s and prop¬
erty which is so often seen when thc rights of tho
employer and laborer dash Th» plan known as

lhe- University Lxtension has he-en tried in Eng-
lanel, ;uid is said by many to have produced satis¬
factory results lt ls the Investigation bv careful,
intelligent anel conse ientious mm Into the ...lairs
of tho laboring pe*ople and their relations to Ihelr
employers. Its tendency arie' purpose are to give-
and to ge*t Information, and l.y seeing Loth alders
prevent the conflict which a view ..f only one-

might produce. Thc work of the- I'ommission of
Mediation anel Arbitration doe-s not meet the' seed
deBScrlbed. It ls designed rather to settle dispute's
than to prevent them, and. while it may be .'ff.-el¬
ive In producing sue-h settlement, the* damage h.as
already been done.
Whether or not the scheme of tho University

Extension is feasible, ll at hast affords a sugges¬
tion along lines which must at som." time- be pur¬
sued. I commend this subject io tho Legislature
for that careful consideration which tho great need
of all our people in this direction demands for it.

THK NATIONAl flCARP

The National Ouarel of tho State, including tho

Naval Militia, oonslsts of about fourteen thou-.'tl
men. The Naval Militia has come to Le' an Important
arni Of the service', but the equipment for practical
tralning ls inadequate. 1 suggest that you consider
the subject of building a Btste cruiser upon which
the Naval Militia might receive such actual training
aa is provided rho Quard in the .-amp a; Peekskta
Tho discipline and efficiency of the National Ouard
are high. and. actuated bv a desire I., maintain this
condition, I suggest to the Legislature th.- wisdom
of putting this liri.lv upon a fooling where Its chief
executive officer ls not likeiv to be changed at every
political election. This ofl.,-er ought not to bo snb-

>ect to political control, and the frequent changes
aMud.d to must have a disheartening effect upon tho
members of tho Nations. Guard and impair irs high
standard of servlee. This suggestion, if agreeable to

the Constitution, might well extend to the whole e»f

the f-Jove rnor's staff, for lt is certain that tl,- Nations!
(.nari would bo served quito as well b.v officers with
a m .re permanent tenure and it is equally certain
that tho lustre shed ii|.e.ti th.- el..vernor by hi? staff
might be dtspe used With without lass of his dignity or

danger to tho State.

GRADE CROSSING ACCIDENTS.
The railroad companies of the State have, with

every other industry, felt tho blight e.f the last year.

Their condition, however, la still fait'.y prosperous.
Hut little legislation is necessary upon this suhle,-t.

but tia- frequency of accidents at railroad crossings
has render*, necessary somi meani ;¦> prevent them.
The method of reaching this result ls not clear. Th..
s. rloui menace that surrounds all travellers where
hlxhwaya and railroads .-ross upon the* same plane
would Justify an Inquiry by the legislature, through
a i'ommission or otherwise, as ro the proper dis¬
position of this question.

AORICI'LTrRAL INTKRKSTS.
No class does more work for ama'.l pay than farm¬

ers. No class renders greater service to the C im¬

munity at Urge e.r m.ue completely meet* rho re-

etuircmenrs of substantial citizenship. The-ir in-

tereata and occupation underlie tho prosperity of tho
whole people. Any Just le-gislation should he favored
which would lighten th.- unusually hard condition
under which they have Buffered for the las: few
years. Tho establishment 'of a (onimis*>ion of agri¬
culture was in the interest of the farmer, and irs work
has been w-e:i done, but I understand that Inadequate
appropriations have pra*vonie.l that accomplishment
along certain lines which might be reasonably \-

p.*cted. The pr..per appli.-allon of tho oleomargarine
law and punishment tor its violation may be .¦;:, ..

ono particular In which lack of mon.-y has pre¬
vented the best results. Tho hard times now upon
us should cause a earcful scrutiny of every expense,
but times cannot ho hard enough to justify withhold¬
ing appropriations which aro necessary to maintain
the law and to protect the rights of every class.

noni) ROADS.
Tho means of obtaining good roads has been dls-

cuss.-d for several yenrs. and is worthy of tho

most careful atta-ntlon. The roads of this State

are not what they ought to be-. Their rough and
neglected condition in many instances has been the
cause of severe, but just, condemnation. Many
Btatase with ). comparatively small percentsge .,f
the wealth anel population of New-York far sur¬

pass us In the construction and malnte-nanee of
roads. The need for improvement ls apparent, nnel
th" initial atop carnot no taken too soon te. place
our highways in a condition suitable to our wealth
and population, and to remove a long-continu. <1 and

merited reproech,
THK CAPITOL SCANDAL.

This subj.-ct may well be- approached with ro-

luctsnce. It ls about thirty years slne'o the

building was started, and over |B,iMO,900 has

been SppropilSted and spent or sunk. It

has dragged tseif through nearly a third of a

century, alway- clamoring for money, until the

people have nearly alespalrod of its completion and
hsve come te. regsrd lt as an affliction fre.m which
time afforda but little hopi' of relief, if an Individ¬
ual or a corporation had managed an undertaking
ns this has been managed, they woubl have been
discredited years ago. \\ <. have now reached a

point wh.-re'the- parts first constructed are in need
of repairs, while other parts of the same building
an- unfinished, Other structures of enormous alu
and e-xporfse anel of unequalled magnificence ham
I..-.'!) constructed in many places, begun yeera aftoi
the* Capitol was commenced and completed loni
ago. This building ought to be finish. .! al once
Tho we.rk should be done by contract, and SUfflcii nt
money appropriated to pay for lt. The State needs
the structun for its uses, bul il neds still more

IO .sap" the scandal of a building e.f enormou-

cost anel unparalleled estravagai. nndergoint
at the same- time tho pre.coss Of construction at one

end and decay at Ihe other.
CANAL IMPROVEMENTS.

Th*"* Improvements to be made on the canals unelot

the' "Nine. Million Dollar net" aro likely te. be Just!
lied by the result. They will retain the advantage.<
secured to us by nature and pre-vioiis expenditures
The progress so far appeala satisfactory and the

work should bo prosecuted with the utme.st energj
in order that the money provided may not be OR
sumed in the usual experience of commlsatona sm
examining boanls and supernumeraries under ellf
ferent titles, and also that the benefits eontem

plated may be speedily enjoyed.
CARK OF THE I NSAN K.

This most unfortunate of the dependent filetar
has be-on transferred to tho care of the Stat- undei

the act of IMA, Ne w-York ls the first State te

e-stabllsh a broad and comprehe-nslve system whlcl

yields the greatest benefits at the least cost. The

system ls now complete and Its ope-ratlon show;

th,'it the central supervision of expel alltures make'i
a ISTSC annual saving over the Old system Ol
local administration. li stacee the- welfsre e.f th.
State above the inteTest of localities. Th-- policy o

recent Legtalatures should be oontlnued. The
annual report of th. State Commission lu Lunsc]
is a-omme-neje-al fe.r its statement e.f ilu.s. m.itr. r-

which cannot be review..1 at length her.- ,\n lm

portant udelltlem ls the PathoTofical Institut-
whleh harmonizes the scientific work e.f the- servers

hospitals and lucresasa th. ir efficiency. The* In
crease In the number e.f insane la lesa than ii

former years, due probably to the- revision b.v
tho Legislature' of the Insanity laws. This ls asli
not to have worked detrimentally, for every prop,
CSSO has bom received and treated. Tho trnlisfe-i
of New-York County to the fltate system, with i

i!i"-k of accommodation for tba- l&asae and the

necessity for disproportionate construction dunn)
tin- ensuing yeer, crestea sn unusual ooadltloi
which should be provided for.
The cara- of these unfortunate' persons Should ..>

Upon the- broadest and mosi humane lines whl-i
the- most enlightened minds cun devise. The insti
tutlons of thia Btate for the care of the Insane

are-. I l>< lave-, c.,minded with palleiii'e and skill
and some whi-h I have visited I know to be- wor

thy of the highe-st praise. Eoonosny. desirable ii

every direction, should In this be tempered will
ffonerosltv.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The magnitude of our achSOl system ls partial!)

expressed In tts colt during Ihe last year, whlci

has been ove-r $24,000,000. More than VAM tea-hen

have been employed, and moro than IJ-MM pupil
Inatiaeted. The stteadsaea during the lust fear he
Increased, probably as an efTee't of the oompulsor.
¦ChOOl law, but there uro still over BAMA ehllelro*
who do not attend achoo!. The number last rtatee
ls too large for the *afe*ty of the Slate Their edu
cation should in some wuy be oared for. Pacilltlei
-houlel be- provided for those v» h.. ure Willing ie

attend, nnd compulsory institutions establisher
for those who ure ne,t. A* reformatory ls not «

proper place for a e-hlld not In need of reformation
but undei* th-- present luw such reformatory seem:

to be the only place provided. A system of truiui

schools might bo considered for those whoso at

tendance- ls compulsory, and for those whose fail¬
ure to attona! is due solely to absence of opportun¬
ity the Legislature should strive to provlele some
means of sttendsacs

OPERATIONS OP TIIF. BCCOU LAW.
The operation of the present BSSSM law has been

In many rasi>ects satisfactory. Tho revenue re-

celve.l from lt from May 1 to November 30 was

$11.("V.1,OW.more (han twice as much as the receipts
for Hoaneea during the entire year of IS...',, lt has
ansel s large decrease in the number of saloons,
and tho expense of running tho Excise Depart¬
ment ls le*-s than that of running the old Excise
boards. The law cm. however, be Improved, and
that Improvement should be among the- tirst duties
of this Legislature. Borne of mo ame'neiments
needed an obvious to those living where tho taw
has been applied, snd others an- apparent to those
who have given the subject careful study. Neither
clssa of amendments nm be recited with any
profit h.r.. but all changes should have- in View Hie
protection of those wh" have In good faith at¬
tempted to obe-y tho law and the- prevention of
those wbo, hy subterfuge or direct vle.latlon, have
attempted to evade lt.

THK civil. SERVICE,
This subject has boon much aliscussod, generally

exaggerated, anel has provided capital to many

who would otherwise he bankrupt. Tho value of

practical civil service is bejrsad question, its im-

portaaee was recognized by the last Constitutional
Convention, anal Its place ls now Used In the fnnda-
me-ntal law (1f the Stale Hut tho we.rk of ther
Legislature ls necressary to reiieie-r effective the

provisions of ihe Constitution. This we.rk should
be .lon.- promptly and In good faith, not with ref¬
erence to Idesa ao delicate as to be worthless in
actual iu..ethe, but with a view solely to the ele¬
vation e.f the- public service anal ihe highest di--

charge e>f tho elutios of every pul Ile ofllce. Beauty
ls not always a lost of efficiency, and machinery
that works diaastrousjy ls w..r*-e- than thsl that
will not work at .all. Even* meana must !»¦ adapt¬
ed to the- ,-n.l desired, ana in mv judgment civil
Service win work be-ttor wi*h less starch, A
scheme is not necessarily effective or high-toned
because lt lack-- common-sense, nnd they ar.- not
necessarily h..stn.- who think thai common-.-, nae

would improve it. An examination for a public
plac sl:ould be Mutable- te, the kind e.f set vic- 1.

quired, and sufficient margin should be given those

making appointments so that the most competent
help can h- selected, Experience, character, tact.

anei oven muscle, may be ol more Importance in
sou"- cises I'l.m the fraction of 1 per cent In at)

examination in geography. Tho discretion of the
appointing power should not be entirely subordi¬
nate.) to th.- marking sys;, m. If an examination
his disclosed the fact thal a certain number of
nun aro qualified to till a given position, the place
would he more likely to h.- properly lilied if the

appointing officer could select Prom tlc whole num-
I i.«r so qualified than if he was limited te. h quarter
of that number. Furthermore, it would reduce thc
chane- of injustice to an applicant whose qnnllll-
catlons, on the whole-, were superior to those of
his competitor who had outranked him on paper,
e'lvil Service ls intended to secure- for the- public
at a reasonable cost unquestioned integrit and

approved -.kill, enlarged by continuous service, and
not to exploit any particular Idea. This Intention
should be carried out bv the Legislature, and will
meet With promp4 executive approval.

PRKSKRVINC, Till". FORESTS
A question too long neglected is tho preserva¬

tion of our foroste. The State, ei;he>- through In¬

difference or false economy, has i.e. ri stripped of its

mool v.iliiahle timber lands, allowed irs waler sup¬

ply to ho seriously Impaired, ani tho most wonder¬
ful sanitarium in ;:.. world to oe defaced and par¬

tially destroyed, Every element of economy and

for.'.-cat i- omrai.'.-I hy thia course. Private in¬
dividuals ii....- taken advantage of th.' State's
neglect, anni ..r tho entire Adirondack reston,
consisting .¦:' more than three ..nd a half million
aTes. rhe Sta'.' .wns eight hundred and toity-.nie
thousand, less than a quarter, and ol the proposed
Adirondack Hark, of two million eight hundred
thousand afros, it iivvn- even a smaller percentage,
about six hundred and siSty-one inousatnl a.-r.s.

.if mis proposed park, more than right bundie.I
and eight) thousand seres are held as private pre¬
serves, ..ni more than a million and a quarter

¦. by lumbermen and ol lera, so mat. of the pro¬
posed total area of two million eight hundred thou¬
sand acres, more Mian tWO millions aro ..wno I hy
private Individuals. Mar. than a million and a

quarter of tho two millions so ..wned are now sub¬
ject to tiro snd .t\o, and the de.vaststion wrougm

>. Div la appalling and disgraceful. Mora- than IM,*
000,000 foe; ,,: wood a:;! timber are cut, and moro

til.ni one hundred thotaand acres stripped, every
\.ar. tlill work "f devastation is progressing fast.
T le hanks of the lako-e- and rivers, and all sec¬

tions a. c ll from * iher, are ravaged al -nen ¦

pace' t ii:, r :: few vear*-' weir,- can elapse before that

region, in many respects tbe m..-- wonderful ano

val table in tito world, Will be pi ictlcally destroyed
The parts acquired or claimed bj individuals are Ihe
best. .\ traveller through anv- desirable portion ol
r it country is snr.- to be mot with tho charge ot

trespassing, for tho oases ate rare In which the
.'.¦:¦ nt the State to a desirable trad is acknowl¬
edged. Some ;ime tai*- deplorable condition mus:

be rectified Every yesr the loss to the State crows

larger, in all caaea difficult, and in some ci*. . im¬
possible, of recovery. Tao i,.nd is steadily and

rapidly Increasing ia value The boga- title bur-
r.o.-i further oui of tlghi the longer it ls let alone
Witnesses die, Did the emly riling sure to Increase
.-' t!ie' encroachment of Individuals upon tho domain
of the State. Th-- enlai emeni of the .-.ma's wii,

require more wat.:, ..nd the demand in every dire-.*-
.i.ai is Increasing, while 'ho supply is steadily fall¬
ing off. A subject <f -t i magnitude should not
h.- postponed, nor conducted with the halting meth¬
od which la too a,' ti distinguish public enter¬

prises, in which larg.- appropriations afford con¬

venient restlng-plsces ic. which office-holders may

grow old. Not long ag-, rh. State appropriated i
million .loilars t<> j.r.serve (he beauties of Niagara
Falls. That aubject .- without significance, com¬

pared to tho Adirondack forests, every considera¬
tion of health, pleasure, economy Hud safSty inr. -

tho speedy con-id. ration of this sublet, and such
consideration shouki include appropriations ade-
rpiare to ascertain tao nature of the titles advene
to ti.e Stnte. and to recover where tho titles are

insufficient, and ;.. purchase arhere they ate valid.
Any otha-r course would ho false and unwise
oe,.nomy.

GRKATKR NEW-YORK

No legislation passeel this session will involve

gre-ater responsibilities or be more far-reaching in

Its effect than that relating to tho communities to

he embraced in the city of New-Tork. This subject
eloes not concern us alone, for the extent of Its In-

j fluence lt ls not safe to pr-'Hot. Conditions have

arisen more than once in which an entire National
policy has depended upon this Stile When ques¬
tions of such m.un.'nt become thus dependent, tho
position of til.- .irv e.f New-York le commanding
¦ind may be decisive, Every move, upon this subject
should result from th** utmost caution and study
l hsve entire confidence in the wisdom of the Com¬

mission in whoas hands 'ho work has thus far

reste-d, and whatever the- Legislature may do to

complete or supplement that work will. I trust, be

done- under a -.er.se of Ihe profoundest responsi-
bllltv. BIENNIAL BE8SIONS.
In many states tho Legislsture convenes once in

two years, and wherever thi; practice prevails i

understand there is no disposition ro return to the

yearly meeting. This la a lar_:e State, and its tn-

t. rests are enormous and diverse, but these do not

justify or even ezeuse th" largo number of confus¬
ing, expensive anal untie .-ess iry laws passed at

e*vory session. They serve no proper purpose what¬
ever, nn.I the-ir tendency ls to unsettle* and mislead.
..v.-n if thev contain nothing me.ro objectionable
The legitimate nee-els of tiiis Slate can bo provided
for iii a shorted time than ls generally consumed,
mr lu a siiom.i ii,ie- tu.io ia (.'ii'i..i... . ..ilmihic'i,

and the chie-f hope arising from protracted sessions
and the pssasge of unneceaaary laws is thsl the

people ma\- in their nexl Constitution condada to

correct both with biennial seasl ina,

I should be glad If no a.-t should be passed not of

pronounced utility or io meei aome urgent public
Med, This would make possible an early adjourn¬
ment, for which the people cr.- always grateful.

PRANK S. P. I.A CK.

A CIVIL SERVICE RESOLUTION,
Albany, Jan. f, (Special) Assemblyman Henry F..

Abell, of Kings i'ounty, was only one of many

Assemblymen who wore ptOSSed by Governor

Black'! ref..renee to I "tv ll Service reform In his

meassga Bul -Mr. Abell was the emly member who

pocketed a Civil Service r. omaMfl litton of his own

and substituted for it a resolution Indorsing that

part a.:' the Governor's tnessiige which referreel to

lhe subject. The- resolution Offered DJ Mr Abell
refers tb.- section ot tb.- Qovernor*a meassge in

question to the' JudIdsry Committee of the Assem¬

bly, and asks for a report from that committee a!

ti.'.' earliest pe.ssibi,* moment aft.-r li shall have

been appointed bv the- Speaker. The resolution
was referred to the Judtctary ce.mmiti.-e.

. m

"f'OSTEsT lol,' I'. .1. AEDEEWE8 si:AT.

Albany, Jan. C. Speaker oV.raely to-elay present.
ed to the- Assembly the contest of l-'rank A. Huvuk

for ttie* seat helel l.y Assemblyman Patrick J. An¬

drews (Dem.), of the JCXVIth New-Tork Dtstrtct
'rh- contact was referred to the- Committee on I'rlv-

lleges and Electlona for Investigation. .Al*"

druber ls couti*"! for Hovak
-. »-.-

WOOUEVPF QIFEB A EABBOE1 DIEXEE.
Albany, Jan. «.--¦ Politician*, of all shades of Re¬

publican opinion, espOCtslly from Rrook.yn. we

entertained at dinner ts-algM by lieateaaat-Qc
ernur Timothy L. Woodruff, at his home. In K!k-

.>¦ Mr W'.o.iiuff has bsieloCers beea ersdRsd with

eildonvorlng to harmonize- political dlffetsaees lu

I'.re.okiyn within his party lines. Among bis guests

at dlnna-r lo-nlght were Governor Hlack. General

Stewart L. Wa.oelford. ex-Mayor Charles A. Hchle-

rcn, County Clerk Jacob Worth, Commissioner Tbe-

>dore B. Willis, Sheriff William J. Buttling. Justice
IV. W. Ooodrich, R. Ross Appleton, Walter B. At-
erbury, Joseph R. Clark. Senator Brush, Senator
IVray, Senator Wleman. Judge Jacob Brenner,
rommlssloner W. C. Bryant. Lucius H. Bigelow,
Rodney A. Ward, Auditor John R. Sutton, and M.
I. Daily, all of Brooklyn. Among those who were
prevented from attending the dinner, owing to
previous engagements, were the Mayor of Brook¬
lyn; Controller George W. Palmer. Treasurer Hu¬
bert O. Taylor, Silas B. Butcher, Charles A. Moore,
William Berri, George H. Roberts and Register G.
W. Harman, of Brooklyn.

OLCOTT MUST DECIDE IT.

THE DISTRICT-ATTORNEY'S OFFICE AND

THK CIVIL HERVICK.

ATTORNK.V eiKNKRAi. HANCOCK THINK"* THK DIS¬

TRICT ATTOKNKY IS LETT TO HAY WHICH

OK His BQBCMUnXATM SHAM. UK

SUBJECT Tb i:xamination.

Albany, Jan. 6..Attorney-Ger.eial Haneoek to¬

day made public his opinion, written at the request
of District-Attorney Ol.ott of New-York, ask¬
ing whether the employes in the District-Attor¬
ney's office below tho Assistant District-Attorneys
como within the- civil Service regulations. The
Attorney-General says that Distrlet-Attornoy.** of¬
fices are subject to neither State nor elly Civil Ser¬
vice regulations nt present, anel that lt ls loft to

Llstrlet-Attorney Olcott to establish a etaaStScS-
Hon and Civil Service rules for his office. This de¬
cision practle'ally allows Mr. Olcott to make mich

appointments as he elesire's. and ls of muedi Impor¬
tance politically, when lt is remembered that the
New-York District-Attorney-?, ofllce sp.-n.ls tlfa.Di).)
annually in salaries alone. In his opinion, Attor-
noy-GenerHl Hancock says:
"As far as the eleputlos sad assistants In tho of¬

fice aro concerned, the reasoning of Smith in Peo¬

ple agt. Taylor. 40 N. Y. Supp. 321. would appear to

be a reasonable construi'tlon In law. He says:
'. 'Does the office of Assistant District-Attorney

com** within tho civil Service provisions of the Con¬
stitution as Interpreted in People agi. Rottens? Is
it practicable to sscertsln tho me-rit and fitness of
the Assistant District-Attorney hy Civil SeTvloo ex¬

amination? I think not. Tho District-Attorney ls

charged with grave- responsibility anil duties of the

highe-st moment of the- county. Ills assistants, for
whom ho ls responsible, occupy the' most conflde-n-
tilt relations to him. an.l necessarily aro charged
with duties of tho Utmost Importance. 1 think

that tho public welfare demands that the District-
Attorney tn the selection of his assistants sh -ld
be loft absolutely free In tho exercise of his tn

Judgment nnd discretion. If. as tho Court of .\p-
peals intimates in the ease- cited. In tho absence nf

.a-tatutory regulations, the- Civil Service provisions
of the Conetitutton are aelf-esecutlng, I ilo not
think thal any fair e-onstrtle'tion of the'se' provisions
would Include the office- In .pi.-stlon.'
"With reference to the other subordinate posi¬

tions. lt would appear that tho appointments
should bo maele according to merit and fitness; that
such merit anel fitness ; re- to be ascertained by ex¬

aminations aa far as practicable, and that these
examinations should bo competitive so far as prac¬
tical.le. if, taking Into consideration the peculiar,
important and confidential relations existing be¬
tween Wu* head eil' th.- office alul his subordinates t

competitive examination ls not feasible, you would
ho freed from that particular provision of the taw,
Tho practical operation of the Civil Service section
of the Constitution, as far as it affects your par¬
ticular ofllce In the prest'iit condition of affairs, ap¬
pears to i>e left with yourself."

District-Attorney Olcotl yeaterday announced the

appointment ef the Republican lawyers of the city
tis members of his staff of assistants. Tho men ap-

polnted ar.- tho following:
Hal Hell, Deputy As.-ist.-nt District-Attorney,

with i salary of %?,.<n*'t a year, roc. tilly attached
himself to liv regular Republican organization in
th.- XXIXth Aaaembly Ihstrioi ilo has a law

office at No. 190 Broadway. Among tho mon rec¬

ommending him for the ofllce aro Joseph H. Choate,
State Senator Pavey. Oeneral Anson G. Me-e'ook,
Elihu Roe.t nnd william Brookfield.
Michael J Mccann, Deputy Assistant District-

Attorney, with a salary of fMQO, is an organization
Republican of th.- XXV h Aaaembly District, an.l
has a law office at No Ui Nassau-st. He will take
office eui February l. s\mnng tho mon r- ommend-
mg him an- Archbishop Corrigan. Kather Ducer,
Father e'olton nnd thc Rev. A. R. De.vic, who ls
Editor of "The Catholic World."
Charles \X. /.aring. Deputy Assistant. District-At¬

torney, with a salary of 12,000. has a law office at
No. Il Nassau-st. ll" formerly was a law partner
nf State- Senator Pavey ile takes tho place of H.
S I lavis, who resigned a week ago to become- a law
partner of Abraham Druber.

D. Prank Lloyd. Deputy Assl-Manr District-At¬
torney, with a .-alary ot 11,000, bsa bron a member
of tho law firm of Lloyd Sr Ingersoll, at No. ITO
Broadway. He takes th. place formerly held by
Alfre-d Lauterbach. who was promoted to tho office
of A-sistant District-Attorney.
Lloyd Carpenter Gr.scorn. Deputy Assistant DIs-

trict-Atlorna y, witt) a .-alary of fZ.r.eV). ls a son of
the pre-xldent of the international Navigation I'oni-
panv, snd was recommended for appointment byes*.
Governor Morton an.l Vice-President-elect Hobart.
Me recently wa* admitted to the har Formerly
he was In tho oflie'o eif Ambassador Rayard, iii
London. H was reported yesterday that In would
take the place of T. .J. McManua until Juno i, and
th.n be promoted to th place now held bv Reforge
Gordon Battle.
District-Attorney Oicntt yesterday received the

opinion fp'tn Attorney-Qeneral Hancoe-k in reply
to his re«|U. r-t for advice as to appointing cl. rks
an.l meeeengera without Civil Service examuistlona,
but h>- said he probably would not make any
changes among tho attendants in th' office until
tlie Legislature had take-n a.-tion upon a request
which ho intended to make

TBE MAX BALL OF RECORDS.

Albany, Jan. .'. (Bpectal) -A bill providing for a new

Hall of Records in New-York City was presented to¬

day by Assemblyman Austin. Tho bill provides for
lite condemnation of land In the vicinity of the City

Hall, and authorizes the Hoard of Kstimate an

Apportionment of the city 'to select and locate a
lite conveniently situated tn the neighborhood of the
County Court House Pudding in the City of New-
York, and not in the Cltv Hall Park."

ASSEMBLY GETS TO WORK.

AFTER SOME GOOD ADVICE PROM

THE NEW SPEAKER.

HE WABNS THE MEMBERS "-.SPECIALLY AGAINST
A KIsOOD OF PROP08EI) LEGISLATION.BILLS

FOR CHEAPER OAS AND OTHER BILLS.

Albany. Jan. 6..The members of the Assembly
were on hana) early this morning. Previous to the

opening of the session at ll o'clock Secretary of
State Palmer appeured In the well of the chamber
sad swore in the members. At 11:08 e'cloek Clerk
Archie E Baster sailed the Assembly to order,
and after prayer the roll was culled. There were

few absentees.
On motion of Assemblyman Nixon, the majority

lender, the election of a Speaker was proceeded
with, and 14*5 votes were cast. Assemblyman
O'Orudy received 112 Republican votes, and As-
semblyman Daniel K. Finn, of New-York, who ls to
be the- Democratic leader on the floor, received M
Democratic votes. Mr. O'Orady was declared
electeal hy Clerk Baxter.
Megara Nixon and Finn wore appointed a com¬

mittee to escort Mr. O'Orudy to the chair. The
now Speaker spoke In pan as follows:
"Oeatlemen of tho Assembly: In accordance with

¦aden! anel long nontlnued custom, sanctioned by
constltutleinul approval, you have this day chosen
mo as Speaker of the' Assembly of 1897. It ls un¬

necessary for me to say to you that the unanim¬
ity of your choice has touched m. ale-ply. I r*>-

turn to you my sincere aeknowle-dgment for this

great honor.
"The legislature moots to-day In annual session,

representing the sovereign pe-oplo of this State.
How can wo best servo our groat constituency?
It will be necessary for us to perfect tho gre'at
measures pass.al by th- last Legislature. The

charter for Orester N'ew-York will ho ready for

latSOductlon In S few dSJPS, anal lt should lie our

earnest endeavor to speedily enact ss organic law
for this municipality. The Liquor Tax law. de¬
monstrated to be, although not perfe-ct, the most

progressive anal improved excise law tho State has
..ve')- seen, must bo supplemented hy the legisla¬
tion necessary to save from possible Intentional
evasion its several provisions and to carry Into
effect anel enable our e-|tl7.ons te) enje.y its most

beneficent features.
"Our tax rate wss very satisfactory last year, but

what SUflloed th.n will not now. Certain llxe.l
charges formerly existing are Mo lernger obligatory.
and a poactMHty of increaaed revenue win romp*I aa
to uso rhe utmost precaution and to exorcise every

possit.;, economy so that tho taxpayers may receive

tho full honotlt of tho Improved condition.
"Tho amended Flection law enacted during the last

Beadon haa simplified and made moro perfect our

system of voting. Bribery and e-orruptlon at the

[.oils h.i\e become practically obsolete, and our State

has taken front rank In the preservation of tho pur¬

ity of the franchise. It will he our duty to still fur¬

ther perfect tho iaw by meeting whatever objection
may yet be raised in the matter of tho expense of Its

administration.
"1 feel it my dury to call the attention of the As¬

sembly to s matter the e-orrection of which would
save a great deal of time and much expense to the
State. During tho session of IM*" 1.703 lillis wore In¬

troduced in the Assembly and IH were passed by that

body; In IMA, 1.753 w.re introduced and LIM roached
the Senate; in l**^l. LBW wore Introeluese.l and hut "2

were passed. The deduction from these figures ls at

one-e apparent Hills aro either carelessly introduced

and afterward found to be needleea and Improper.
anel for that reason fail of passage, or they arc intro-

duced without the Intention of pissing them. The

result In either case is the same, tho needlers pro¬

longing of the legislative -esslon and additional ex¬

pense upon tho public treasury. Lei mo suggest to

the tne'mbers to Introduce no bills save such as are

necessary and for the public god. anal, having Intro-
eiuee.l thean, to bring thom to tlnal passage promptly.
Above all. let ua avoid bael legislation or the sus¬

picion elf it" ,., .

Tho other offleors of the House wore then H.,ed

hy tii> election ol the candidstes chosen las: night at

tho Republican caucus.
The private secretary of tho liovernor then pre¬

sented the message of the Chief Kxecutlve, which
was resd by tho clerk. Tho civil servie-e section was

gu oted with applause.
Very anxious were some of the members to In-

troduce bills. The first one to secure th* attention
of the Speaker wa* Mr. Roehr. of Kings, who intro¬

duced a bill providing that money derived from tho
sal- of liepior In Hrooklyn bo taken from the rev¬
enue fund and used in thc support of hospitals and
tin- increase of tlie pill,.,- pension fund. The Mil
was advanced to third reading ant referred to the
ettie's Committee.
Mr. Trainor Introduced his T.-l-.-ent gas bill, for

New-York and Rrooklyn. Ho asked and obtained
unanimous consent to make a statement. He said
ho had obtained the opinion Of .-xports. and wis

prepared ro prove that gas could bo furnished for
a price as low as H cents a thousand feet at a

fair profit Mr. Gledhill Introduced a ll isa hill, for
New-York only.
A resolution by Mr. Forrester, of Kings, provid¬

ing thal a committee ol seven members of tho
House ho named to InvestIsate gas trusts, especial¬
ly tiie ono in Brooklyn, was referred to the Wa vs

anal Moans Committee-.
Tao following bills also were Introduced In the

Assembly ft.-day:
By Mr. Sanger, providing uniform ciiarter in cities

Of ibe- third .-'.ass
By Mr. Banger, providing for a reclas.slilcation of

tho Civil Service: also, providing for tabulation In
New-York and King- ...-.unties of election CSnvsssea;
also, authorizing tho stare Engineer to co-operate
further with the l'nlted States Qovernment in con¬

tinuing the geological and topographies! survey:
alao, prohibiting the killing of doer with tho aid of
jack lights, or the hounding of deer.
Hy Mr. Roeiir, iii.- McGraw Harbor bill of last

year, prohibiting harboring on Sunday, except in
ithe cities of Now-York. Uro .klyn and'Ruffalo, and

Colds.
Common colds bring on Catarrfc,

Bronchitis, and often lead to Consump¬
tion. The rawness and soreness of tha
nose and throat is caused by the action
of the germs on the mucous membranes.

Booth'.

"Hyomei"
is sn sntiseptic barillicide. It acts in¬
stantly on the germs and stops their
work ; all inflammation disappears ; tho
head clears snd the coughing ceases, lt

.. CURES BY INHALATION."
Brex>_|yn, N. V.. Her. it, ,%_*%_

I hav* itrentinei .'y refined my name and picture tat
¦ny advertitemem, hut I cannot refuse anything fer
Hyomei. aa m February I will, by the power eif
Hyomei, celebrate two ycart' freedom from cold*. If
aol too late I will tend mv picture.

(Kev.) J. M. Farra*. D.D.

UUArflnteC cAnVktg Booth's
Pocket Inhaler Outfit during t8gy,
anywhere in the United Slatet, and
who will say that Hyomei hat done
them no good, can have their money
refunded by applying direct to the
head office, TJ Kast 2oth Street,
A'ew York City.

(Signed) ft.ttlhvfc
Your druggist has it. or can get it if

you insist. There is no substitute.
Pocket Inhaler Outfit at druggists', or by
mail, Si.oo. Extra bottles Inhalant,
50 cents. Hyomei Balm. 25 rents.

Pamphlets tree. (V>rdul wtlcome and tree adviee
if you will write or .ail »n

R. T. BOOTH, 23 East 20th St., N. Y.

No Lamp Ellis'' "THE MILLER."
IIK\tTIFII. DaMIOftS. PF.KFWT MlillT.

I"KUI-'KITl.V SIMI'I.K. Misoi.l Tr.l.% ** \TTA*
NFS I* Kt Tl nts iTateetet) wi 1.1. iiM.M.Ht YOU.

t <ii)i|il<-te ¦MnrtnmM l»«-i»t ni N**w "iori..
Kuy then) from .'..-n ¦.¦.¦- tl mir More, 'ir by mall.

M rd bf K-lwnrd Miller 0* < «.. RetaM'4 IMC
J-* K- :!() «>,t irt'.a.'.wa*,, be-r. I'ark I'l. ten.l Fter.-lay.

Ie COOL weather "MARI" oil hr*.t*r- ar-»'UHFORT.

DEAFNESS& HEAD NOISESCURED!""""
...ir I**, l-.lt I.I Tl H. neill on. lu. si, sl-sMli.
MBlMkMJI'-.p.s-r. _S. l'»m _.. I,..,..-1,. ,,|,t CRRE

lendt-OF.IIlM->i.-t-l* Hs«_l».,. \ ...( r ft

In Saratoga Sprint;!.. where lt may bo performed
until l o'clock In the sfternosn on Sunday
Hy Mr. Trainor, apportioning- X-w York city ints

thirty-six Aldermanic districts.
Tiif* Assembly adjourn*"-! until 8:30 p. m. on Janu¬

ary 13.
«-

ALDEIDOB SENOEINATED.

HR WAS IMMKOIATKI-V eYiM-lRMKn HT THII

s totArts rcvrmDAr.
Albany. Jan. 6 (Special). -Governor Blark to-dsy

re-nominated (Jeorpn w. Aldridge, of Rochester,
for Superlnteneient of PttbHe Works, and on motion
e>f S.-nptor Harrison, of Poehester, thc nomination
was at one-o contirmei| bv thc Senate.
Renator Raines salel h.- li.e.I Intended ta speak "on

the- iplendld record of Mr. Aldridge as admtnistra-
tor or th*» canal system," hut h.nl revolved to defer
this action until the n.'Xt session of the Renate.

.1EEEXED DISTRICT. BE A FPOETION MEST.
Albany, Jan. 6.- A"*s*-mb!yman Trainor has in-

.troduced a bill affeetltitr the- Assembly represen-

tatlon In the dlstriets north of th." Harlem River
In New-York, in ihe .-vent of tbe QnatSV New-
York charter being adopted Mr. Trainor'* bill will
be of considerable importance, ile* declares that
the charter doe* not adequately provide represen-
tatton In the districts mentioned. In the esyent of
thc charter not Mag adopted 'ne will push his bill
as a dlstrla't measure anyway.

CANTOR ArTER THE GAS COMPANIBE.
Albany, .Tan. A.- Senator <~\'intor ls preparing s

bill providing for dollar gras In New-York <"'lty.
The bill gives the munictpal authorities supervision
over the distribution of gas by the companlce.
with a view of preventing euell ¦ preasare as will
cause* more than tin- ordinary eonaumptton.

POR A OEEATBE f TicA.

Albany. Jan. 8..Assemblyman PhKo to-day Intro¬
duced a bill providing for a tireater l'tlca. It pro¬
vides for the annexation to the city of l'tlca of
parts of the towns of Pearilald, Msrcjr, Whitestone
ati.l New-Hartford.

ANTI SKY-SCRArr.ll BILL REVIVED.
Albany. Jan. fi (Special)../Xssemblyman Austin

to-diy introduced a Mil to regulate the height of
buildings In the city of New-York. The bill u similar
to that Introduced by the name memh.-r last year,
with the exception that the basis for estimating the
height to be permitted ls in the present bill .ak.-n aa
twenty times the square root of the width of tha
street. Instead of fifteen times, a-" in thc hill of laet
year. This amendment was decided upon hv Mr.
Austin Just before submiting the bill.

Kor other Albany nev*-* nea- pa ore nine.

Mr. Moody's Bible Class
The famous evangelist has begun
in The Ladies' Home Journal
a series of popular Bible studies in
the form of a great National Bible
Class. It is written and personally
conducted by Dwight L. Moody.

$1.00 a Year, io cts. a Copy. All Newsdealers
Thc Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia
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